djacerit to 


the ſaid Iſland 
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e Stories, meerly the 
WEI Effect of a good Invention, 
Wo baving been publiſh'd as 
u Facts, I rbink it pro- 

per to inform my Reader, 
that the following Pages are fill d with 
a ſad, but true Account of the Mzsſor- 
tuncs of a Family, living im the Metro- 
* polis of one of the fineſt Iſlands in the 
3 bourbood of filcalebrated Chundby in the 
Sound of whoſe Bells the Inhabitants 

1 of that populoi/Outy think it an Honour 
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than in 55 lat, of which 25 e 
mention, yet tbe erſons rum'd by bim 
being of inſerior Merit, | choſe rather 


to confine my elf to that, c neil 
ther the Tyes of Afmity, nor the 
Charms of Beauty, Innocence and 
tue, cou d be a ſufficient Protection from 
rtifices,. than to 7198 on 
auth a long Detail of particular Ii 
10 cb all ſeem mm complicate 
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Air en famous f for Lago, who ) 
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0 bel 705 1 jeireſſeſs of a 


An 


Y 8 of an 5 
Say! Dit o gave Way to the Addreſſes 5 
as Fi s had any Pretentious to merit a fa- 
vourabſe Reception: But Althea the Elder being 
naturally more reſerv'd and rave, Was extreamly 
cautious, who, ſhe bs 3 and as ſhe ſeem d 


4 . 
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little ambitious of creating Admiration Was alſo 
very jHeltHable to pay it: Hope, "being kr 
chief Food of Love, (eff pecially in au Age = 
tem Men, like the Heros of Antiquity, wa 
tichtly fubrait to a ſeven Yeaty Service; bet 
they receiy d the Reward of a ws bf the 28 
oy Eatorded ſo little of that, th he. ac ; 
W of thoſe who declar d EY er Lo- 
vers, in Compa 3 with the Nane Who 
watchꝰ'd F Smiles ö tlie eternally gay Miranda. 
ME 


js who re at 1 e 1 
ebra Hello Wt 
een _ Clitander, an th bot of the Me- F 
efopoli City of * FT 5 Dal. | 
Aighet ank th | kern 
Eſtate, Ilie 8 
mide his For 10 on 5 
rande; 10 add to dish | 
able Ferſoh, ad wits Wir A 0 0 
rate tö be vid in a Man © E 
Pine; tie was —F as Mirkidh liked, and 
Muticade whs add:ef&fdher” lie 2 Ep 
Power of Thſpirnt Her - With a Kcal 7 | 
others whd Ptẽtended td her ere he a 
Her Vanity, the't;3H 2 Drees FX 
whe 0 50 FIT 5 8 del e cet. 
d Bu her mo ne 
ons; "when ene” "The felt a Pa mix d-Plea- 
cre; atid\ por ling an Uneafinel, #cettaih 
Kelilelſtels)] of Mitid, which is the infallible De- 
Monftrative of Tote. ic was too Well acquain- 
tes With che Sy 4 of that Paſſion hot to 
Fin he had in pir'd ber with a Share of it, 


70 
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Ficient to eo him to expett every thi 
cot it which he could deſite; 1 8450 4 


to want an Information; and if the 


(11) 


his Attacks, preſt her in a Mariner fo undeniable; 
that he not only obtain'd from her a Promife of 
Marriages but lo ſaw, Hat as one Step towards 
the Performance of it, ſhe Haniſud all others 
who made Proteſſions af the ſame Nature his 
waz, from ber -Houſe. ' It would be needleſs tq 


detain my Reader with an immaterial Repeti⸗ 
tion of the Acknowledgments he made for this 


Gondeſernſion, the Behayiaur:of'a Lover in the 


like happy .Gircuniftance] is 200 3 qi of 


this Story; ſhould prove, him not in N 
leſt of the Paſſion he 4110 
that he had Aims which were Ally Far d 
——— Sentiments ſhe had of him} 
I ſhall therefore paſs over in Silence thoſe harti- 
culars, which without 7 fo Afﬀiſtance may eaſily 
beigueGs'd at, and only ſay, Fhat every: „Thing 
being agreed, and the? ie on both Sides 
2 ſatisty' d as to Matters af Joynture and 


ents, theſe ſeemingly happy Pair were in 


a ſhort Time united 2 Tyr, which ought 


to be indiſſolvable but -Death. They were 
married, and Miranda grew ſo erfektly fond 
of her: agreeable Citizen, that in Conformity to 
Notions and Behaviour of thoſe ſhe came to 
ive among, ſhe entirely threw oe the gay Cor 
quet, and began to dreſs, look, ſpeak, .and' act 
in every Thing as became . the Sta. 
tion ſhe had taken on her. Gitauder on the 
other Hand expre eſs d the utmoſt. Pleature at this 
Alteration: of her Conduft, appear d the moſt 


indulging Husband, as ſhe did the moſt oblig- 


ing Wife, and they were Jook*d 75 all wha 


ae hem, as the moſt exem ancerns IF | 
 Conjugal: 


Affection. 1196! b 
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Tis certain, indeed, that on dne Sidesthe Fe- 
keity was fincere and Compleat, Miranda ow 
kr", and. beliov'd herſelf as well belay'd'; 
alas! Where is:tlie Skill to trace, or RU — 
reachithe unfathomable Heart of artful Man, 

prattis d in Wilespexperienc'd' in Deceit; a midſt 
dhe mimy Turnings Search is loft; Ant the ſnort 
Sightcof Femal Penetration ſtrives but in vain to 
pierce the hidden If a long Series f 
continind Courtſhip, if Longings;> Ardours; and 

cies before Poſſeſſion, cod denote a 
true ant per falt: Paſſion, if the moft eager Tran- 
pots, oft repeated Vows, und tender Prefliires 
afterwards;' might evince the Perſon fhichful 
eder had en che tt matter dt 
conſtant; Man on Earth, and Ain anda beer as 
bleſt in Reality, as ſhe was now in Inmgination. 
But His was not à Soul capable of beingtouctvd 
with the Charms either of the Body or the 


Mind; Beauty, Virtue,” or gobd*Humobr, hie 


look d on as Things indifferent, and not at all 
eſſential to the Happineſs of Liſe, Money 
was the only Darling of his mercenaty Wiſnes, 
and as the Eſtate of which Miranda was Co- 
deipels; was the ſole lnducement to his addreſ- 
Jing and marying herz ſo by that Ng — nn — | 


poleſt by that Maiety of it whichwas'her 


portion, he no began to grow anxious —— 
other allb, and put Invention on à continual 
Rack for ſome Contrivance to bring the long d- 
for; Aim about. rin If 1 7 7102 ri 1 9 
The ſerious and reſerv'd Temper of [Althea 
ye him Hopes that ſhe would hot very eaſily 
brought to liſten to any Propoſuls ; Hut as A- 
Verſe as fe had; chithetto. dedlar?d, herfelfz- he 


knew not how ſoon the Minute: fghyajrbv 
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which might make an Alteration in her Senti- 


ments in Favour of ſome Youth,'who ſhe might 
think worthy to create that Change: Love, he 
new, was a Paſſion which comes fwift and ſud- 
den on the Heart; his Buſineſs / therefore . 
to prevent as much as poſſible all Overtures ol 
that Kind being made to her. To that End, 


under the Pretence of Affection to his Wife, he 
ſcaree ever ſufferꝰd her to be from their Houſe, 
and by a thouſand Artifices, of Which he was 
iperfect Maſter, ſo wound himſelf into her 


Dfteem;'thatthe thought there was inot fo ex- 


cellent a Man on Earth: All. he. ſaid the liſtned 
20 as miraculous: Truth, admir'd all he did, as 
the Effects of the ſtricteſt Honcur; and moſt 
1 tender Friendſhi -. det ofcruchrs 515 7 
Having gain'd this! Influence over her, there 
Was little need to fear ſhe would take any Affair 
in Hand, much leſst one of ſo great Conſequence 
A Marriage was, without conſulting him, and 
that. it was now àbſolùtely in his power to diſ- 
ſuadde her from entertaining any Man, however 
agreeable in Perſon or in Fortune, who ſhould 


make his Addreſſes to her on that. Score bag 
-notwithſtanding he Knew all tis, nay. had hear 

her frequently declare, That to the Averſion 
he ever had: for Marriage, ſhe had now ano- 


ther Motive added, to induce her to continue 


zin a fingle Life, which was, that ſhe word ra- 
ther that Part of the Eſtate the Was poſſeſt of 
Jhowed at her Death deſcend to him and his 


Heirs, than any other Perſon in the Wor Id, alt 
Was not ſufficient to content him. there 


was A poſſibility that theſe fine Promiſes might 
one Day be broke, Althea was beautiful 


as an Angel and very young, tho“ one Tear 


Fey 


older 
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older chan his Wife, — he knew there Were 
a thouſand dying for her, and cou d not be 
eaſy when he reflected that there was au Thing 
in the Power of Fate which cau'd put à Bar t 
. — Views, which in a lictle Tune Jie 
heeame fo reſolutely bent. to compaſs, that he 
had recourſe to Stratagems, the moſt inhumane 


and baſe, that ever enter into the) Heart of 


Man. He was ſometimes femptad to marty her 


to ſome indigent: Wretch, who Tora trifling dum 


wou'd be glad to make over to him heſbre-hnd 
the Acres he ſfiould be Maſter of hen made 
her Husband; at athers, the Demous, white 
Athftanco he invold, ſuggeſted to him te: ger 
her trappan'd on board Ship, and eranſforted- 
to ſome uninhabitable Shore, here ſhe Hiaud 
be leſt to periſh on the Racks, or be devour'd 
by the wild Denizons of the Wodds and Moun- 


tains, but both theſe Deſigns ers rejected, al- 
to an Kelen | 


moſt as ſaon as formed, not that 
ting Thoughts they od their Reniſhment, bit 


there was Danger in them; he dmaded the Dif 
covery of the Villany he wiſ d 0 pradtiſe, and 
fur that Reaſon cou'd not reſolie to-takeiany 


Meaſutes wherein a ſecond Perſon matt begon- 
ſuited, who perhaps, m 


rit which makes: them the one, inelines them to 


the other alfo ; they are ever in Fear, and-white 
Danger, Peace is a Stranger to their Minds. 
Hit ander therefore reſolv'd to truſt no other hat 


he 


(14) 


7 E J 
whole Affair, and expoſe him te the Cenſum 
and Puniſhment his Crime deſer vwd. The baſe 
are always Cowards, the ſame Meaneſs of Spi- 


5 
PIES: 


. 2k 

be fond pot In Practiſe, and the Difficblty 
there avs to find one, in which there was not 
af ablblute Neceſſity for a Confederate, ke 
7 him for ſore Mortths in a rerplexity not to 
boriceiv'd.” 

Vet 10 dthinblyy was he vere in the Art I 
| Difimulationy that tho? his Soul was full of the 
moſt poynant Anxiety, his Gountentmce was all 
Jerefie and calm as an unruffled Sky; upon his 
ally Tongue che meſt melting Accents 'in' ſoft 
perſuaſion hum, and Tenderneſs unſpeakable 
languiſh'd in hib Eyes; gay Smiles play'd round 
His Mouth in any Pa Graces, and his whole 
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r was Harmony md Lover” Nome but che 
Allſceing Eye of Heaven eow'd penetrate intb 


His Heart, or gueſs at the Perfidioutneſs that 
HhHarbaut'd there. Never did two Perſons think 
- = cemlelves More ha py than did Miranda and 
| her umiable Siſter, the one in being poſſeſt of 


7 74 the beſt of Men And Husbands, : and the other - 
- #3 $ a-moRt- DONE Friend and difintereſted Rela- 


tion. A- 1 — — and univterrupred/Chean- 
Falneſs, feign thrughout this little 
— . Ther —.— Endy of: ther 
1 urs, the Delight of their Acquaihtance, 
kind the Pride of chef Servants: Note. Sd much 
is the World; and even our ſelves Geceiv'd by 
Appeatances; and how little are We eapable of 
Gilinguiſhng the Teal — Shadows | 
f one? Thee who belicy d theinſelves, 'and 
rere by all belie yd to be it n State of the moſt 
Bxed Tranquility that could be, were in Bffelt 
battle Brink; and Teady to plunge into a Gulph 
of Deſtructioh, as much to be kembled ut, as 
Fe des dar! Corhfort Was 1 5 dee 
Ur d aud everrd, 231 


(16). 
The working Brain of the anduftrionſl 
chiexous Clitander, at laſt ſurniſhed him With a 
Pefgn, in the Succeſs of which he promisꝭd 
Rimſelf a double Pleaſure: Tho! Avarice Was 
his prevailing Vice, and the Love of Money had 
fo entire à Poſſeſſion of his Squl, that no other 
Charms had Power to inſpire him with a real 
Paſſion, yet was he nat without thole Deſires 
Which are too frequently miſtaken for t | In- 
fluence of the god of tender Sighs: The Beau- 
ties of Althen, and the Freedoms he end 
with her as a Brother, had ſometimes given him 
Emotions, ſuch as Lovers feel, tho“ unaccomt 
panied with that Reſpect and Tenderneſs which 
thoſe who are truly worthy of that Name muſt 
pay to the ador'd Object, —— With ſtrong 
and vehement Deſires he burn d to enjoycher, 
and when in Airanda s Arms, languiſhed to 
rifle the untaſted Lovelineſs of her beauteous 
Siſter. He plotted: therefore, how fixſt to 
ſatiate this Paſſion, which, once obtain d, he 
thought would be the moſt effectual Means. to 
gratify the other alſo; and determin d to make 
her guilty before he made er retched: He 
ſoon began to put in Excention this moſt de- 
teſtable Invention, by all thoſe Artifices of Which 
e was a perfect Maſter, and for which, indeed, 
me ſeem d deſign d by Nature, WIie had ; 8 
mim a Countenance and Manner of Behaviour lo 
vaſtly diſtant from his ſordid Diſpofition. :,, 
To corrupt a young Maid of Alzbea's reſ: ey'd 
Humour, bred up in the ſtridteſt Principles 
Virtue, and unacquainted even with an unchaft 


Ws = 
* 


Thought, would have ſeem da ee J | 
cult to-be.accompliſ'd, and with Reaſon have 
deterr'd any other Man from an Attempt that 


HF Way: 


BEET aA ODDO . T1 ur Wo Rb, 
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of more bodily Perfections than the generality 


At 17 


Way: But Clitander, as he was not only poſſeſt 


of his, ſo he had alſo been more ſucceſsful with 
the Fair; ſeldom had he been repuls'd, but of- 


ten a Conqueror over the moſt ſeemingly obdu- 


rate Hearts. He knew the Influence he had 
gain'd over that of Althea, and tho it was only 
contratted under the Notion of Friendſhip, 
that That Paſſion was a very good Preparative 
for the other which he aim'd to infpire. —— 
The Name of Husband to her Siſter, was at firſt 
ſome little Impediment to his Hopes, but then 
the Conſideration how many Opportunities that; 
Title gave him, which were deny'd to all other 
Men, ſatisfy'd his Doubts, and made him not 
fear but that a little Time and Aſſiduity, might 
by Degrees ſteal into her Soul thoſe Inclinations 
which wou'd give him the abſolute Poſſeſſion of 
r e ih 
Ihe firſt Step he made towards the Accom- 
oliſhment of this barbarous Enterprize, was to 
edouble the Civilities and Tendernefſes with 
Which he had been accuſtom'd to treat Althea, 
and knowing ſhe was naturally a great Lover of 
Reading, took Care to bring her home-every 
Day ſoniething new for her Amuſement ; I ſay 
Amuſement, for I believe the Reader will eaſily 
imagine, the Books he defir'd ſhe ſhould peruſe, 
were neither Religion, Philoſophy, nor Mora- 


ty; there are certain gay Treatiſes which in- 


ſenſibly melt down the Soul, and make it fit for 
amorous Impreſſions, ſuch as the Works of Ovtd, 
the late celebrated Rocheſter, and 'many other of 
more modern Date, and of this Kind it was that 

e furniſh'd the Study of his intended Victim, 
to the two worſt Paſſions of depray'd Humanity, 


» 


2 Coos, C The 


18 
F The. Affairs, of (# Family . fin calling 


irr'd from | Onde many O Portunities of 
tertaining her alone: All w TH he im ee 


K the beſt Advantage for his Defi 


he ever in the leaſt declar d Kim Lon a. 56228 but 
artfully, as tho” it were by ccident, intro- 
duda Dieu fl the Force of Love, always 
ene to prove, 11 whatever Were 
onſequenees of that Paſſion they, ought not. to 
be condemm . becaule they were, 8 8 
— Nay, ſometimes, went o donn hanely. 
7 to. make, 1158 Writ the Dupe to. his 


Bring! Inſta ances 5255 1 7 to argue, that "at, þ 
ceſt was no Crime, Had the m de on Tl of 


5 


FN, been in the leaſt apprz d of the Am of 
8 


E Conyerlations, ſo different from what 1 
ever been accnljom 'd to hear, the Shock 0 


2 8 


f 10 cha Diſcovery had at once ſtop'd, ct [Far 
from liſtning to Dofrine ſo A 


E was far from ſulpecting any 1 F; of 
nclinations, and took an infinite Pleaſur 
kearing him talk, N little and little the beiten 


95 his Infectious recepts gainꝰd Ground On her 


lief; and fin ing herlelt wholly, WEED ble 
defending the Cauſe of Virtue. againſt chod & Arr 
uments which. Bis erer Wit and 
Brought, began to t hink, indeed, that an if he 
did Was t, and that thole Laws Which pro- 


|  Hibited, , free Commerce between the SID 
c 


Were only the Boundaries of Policy, inye 


to keep Mankind in Awe, and reſtrain the Sal- 
Res of Nature, which otherwiſe wou'd involve 


the World i in a general Confuſion. 
"Soon did 1 perceive the 1 he had 
Zain d, and exuled at the Succeſs of his Inſt 


nuations: 


TT 0 


iranda away » SAVE him, 8 now. Farce ever i 


— 
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nations: t doubting now,” but that he 
oul Veg pexſuac 5 = to any Thing, 
15 0 1 85 more open, wou d often 150 
Hoa and kiſs it Wich Raptures, ſueh 
= 0 Ge acciilom? d herſelf to receive Addre 
= Fa ute, ſhe wou'd have preſently known 
= £0, 0 been the Effects of that ee Which is 
| commonly ald Love. —— When ever: 
Look d upon he er, his well iuftr vided Eyes ſeeny? 
to. ſhoot” laces of an Unaterable Tenderneſs, 
— whenever he ſpoke to her, it was in mf 
fondeſt, moſt endearing Terms that Love an 
WWWit cou 'd form. —— Yet Jo inngcent, ſo un- 
3; experienc'd was ſhe in the deſtructive Paſſio 
and che efraying Wiles of Man, that all the 
WP mptoms were not ſufficient to alarm, nor warn 
her 0 of the Dang er. Unknowing, herefore, what 
Was doing in nes own Soul, the gave Way. co all 
the Libertics he took, and. became all diſalv'd, 
loſt in a Tide 9 Loye before ſhe imagin d her- 
RIF threaten'd by ** ies moſt diſtant, Ap- 
POS. 25 4 i 58 80 
19 Ye not 0 wi rea the Sta 
of her Mind” in the. joſt e ments of 


85 page 
reſuming | on the pA 55 ob a ic 
_ Jometimes took her in his Arms, 101. $6. Alte 
ration he had made, and was, too, well, convince 
1920 5 Work Mis compleated 3. and he 1ad n. 
a now * he 7 to. declare bimbelf, 10 

5 800 ze his Wines. OE 38 
the Bath] Diſcovery f her Sentiment 
Tome Hays elaps d, without giving him any O 
| hs for the Accompliſhment,, of Bis. De- 
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1 en F ortune, hitherto 00 much 
| « Fiona 18 raitor to AP when jo and Fi- 


. delity, 


g - 


his Hopes, his Wife. 


viour is too frequent, and ſhou'd'. It * 


Fate, O moſt adorable” Althea, continu 


{IEF 152-588 Fs. 
with a Voice w 
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delity, afforded him « ne as ample as he. cou'd 


1 
- 


have wiſh'd. Miranda went to make à Viſit to 


2 Relation who liv'd'at the Town where both 


- 


ſhe” and Althea had receiv'd their Birth and E- 
ducation ; ſhe wou'd have perſuaded her Siſter 
to accompany her, but the ill Stars of that un- 
fortunate Lady, wou'd not ſuffer her to comply 
with her Deſires ; and'the other perceiving her 
refractory, wou'd not preſs her beyond her In- 
clination. The Diſtance between that Place to 
which ſhe was gone, and the great City in which 
they liv'd being about three Miles, her 'perfidi- 
ous Husband was ſecure that ſhe wou'd not re- 
turn till Night, And ſcarce ever had his Eyes 
beheld a Sight ſo joyful as the Departure of the 
Coach which bore away that Impediment to 


She was no fooner gone, than he ran up to 
the Chamber of Althea, where ſhe happen d to 
be ſitt ing indulging her innocent Meditations, 
and altogether unfulpicious of approachingRuin: 
Aſter ſome previous Diſcourſe on ordinary Sub- 
jects, he began to talk of Marriage and the Un. 
happineſs of that State, when both the Parties 


T0.,join'd were not content with their Lot. — 
How much, my lovely Siſter, ſhou'd 1 lament, 
id he, ſhou'd I ever ſe you one of thoſe com- 


plaining Wives, your Wit deſpis d, your good 


Humour ſubſervient to a lordly and imperious 
Husband's Rule, your Beauty, all that ineftim- 
able Stock of Charms with which you axe 10 


divinely don a, unpraiv', wier a and perhaps 
ſeorn'd even to your Face, —— fuch a Behar 


141 he, | 


» 
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( 21 ) 
Sighs, how very wretched, how accurſt wou'd 


be Clitander to know and want the Power to 
eaſe your: Mournings or revenge your Wrongs ! ' 


Woud to. Heaven, anſwer'd the unſuſpecking 


Maid, I cou dd as eafily return the Obligations I 
have to your generous Care, as I can ſecure my 
ſelf from all Apprehenfions of choſe Miſeries you 
ſo. well deſcribe, —— the. Merits of Clitander 
have freed me from the Danger of becoming a 
two ſuch Husbands arg 
not. to be the Portion of one Family, I de» 
Tpair to find a. Man like him, and cannot ſubmit 
to accept a Happinels inferior to that my Saber 


5 theſe Words were ſpoken. with the mot 


e Overflowings of a Soul wholly. devoted to 
im, and fincerely taken up with Tenderneſs, 
and Admiration of his imaginary Virtues : And 
well diſcerging from what Source they ſprung, 
Thou Angel of thy Sex, ſaid he, taking her in 
his Arms, how happy ſhou'd 1 think” my ſelf, 
coy'd 1 believe it was, indeed, your good. Opi- 
nion of me, which defended you from lifPnn 
1 80 Infinuations of the leſs faithful Part o 
gkind, —— but alas! purſud he, intently 
fixing his Eyes or hers, as tho? he wou'd look 
ry 155 Soul, I dare nat flatter my fond Deſires 
ſo far, and had I in. Menne s Stead. addreſs'd 
2 75 ſhou'd have been among the Number o 
er Scorn has render d miſerable. I m 
en have known, your Worth, reſum'd the, 
td if you think Althea as c able « of judging 
what 1s truly valuable, AS you have found Ai 
randa, you muſt, believe. 1a 


be: Innocence, they were notwithſtanding 


e.your Fate had been 
9 8 with an; a8 with, the other. * Had 
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is Hell, 


| (5) 
it been ſo, cry'd he, in a well acted Tranfport 
re ſome kind Spirit wou d have warn'd me c 


dhe Bleffing, — ſome Dream wou d Have co: 


vey'd to me the Knowledge of your 8 8 
and inſtructed my Guardian Angel what ke 
do, I had not thus err'd in my miſtaken Choice 


| Thele Expreffions utter d with. the ntmo 


Warmth, and accompany*d by an'Embra 15 
more ftrenuous than before this Moment he H 
ever ventur'd to clasp her with, gave her a little 


_ Surprize, and ſtarting from his Arms, and loo 


ing on him with a kind of Confufion in he; 
Eyes, Do you not love Miranda then? fai 
Me. Dear as my. Life, reply 'd he, who wanted 
not Preſence of Mind to 8 2 himſelf out 
of the moſt puzzling Difficulties, Never” 
fov'd with a fonder, or more laſtin ng Ardont than 
Hg — but yet, N With 4 
ich, as if his Heart 5 75 burſting, while m 
cart 7 118 the Merits of e It 5 101 
be unjuſt to the infinitely” From, ones 4 . 


boaſts : _—— Should 266 reetfal” of 


Marriage Vows, and ptr Dy 5 the Tender. 

neſs I bear her, relinquiſh. me! and Tek he Joys 

in any others Ei my abuſed Aﬀettion agg 

. onour wou'd give me. Pains. in- 
rable, 'but ſhou'd Althea, — 'O'the 21 f | 

—— ſhou'd'the Aadorable | 

bound by no On, 11 

ces ed Youth, more ap! 

22 much beyond ene 125 l 

Horror of my dittracted State! — 
cou'd not hear it, but ſhould commit Tom wit 


Z Extravagance migh It 12 0 e Vs wh in Ruin. 2 


O Alibeay pur ſu Wh ing Advanta 85 


Aftoniſhment he faw Jet in, and which _ 
| os 


23) 


ted, her from: intern ing him, t too lovely Maid 
your wretche Brother —— your Lover, 
—— your Adorer; - tlie cold Returns of 
Friendſhi p are Cordials too, too faint to keep the 
almoſt expiring Lamp of Life awake O give 
me more, or withdraw them too, and kill me 
with your hate. He had no ſooner pronounc'd 
theſe Words than he threw himſelf upon hei 
112 where, if the preſent Emotions of h 
ires did n e ee him with real Agonies, 
e.counterſtited them ſo well, that a, Woman 
more experienc' d in thoſe Racks of firugling Im- 
patiencies than Was Althea might eaſily have 
miſtaken them for Natural But with Vt 
Words, is it poſſible to repreſent the mingle 
Paſſions of Althea's S Soul now perfectly inſtruct- 
ed in his Meaning; Fear, Shame, and Wonder 
combating With 0 e ſofter, Inclinations, ' made 
ſuch a wild Sonfuſion in her. Mind, that as ſhe 
was about to utter the Pictates of the one, the 
other roſe; with contradidting Force, and ſtop'd 
dme Accents. ere ine cou'd form them into 
9 Speech; in broken Sentences the ſometimes 
dem d 5 e to 1 e No. At- 
1 Ne oly'd and melted down by 
that ſu 2155 Mn, of which Rerlelf eil non, 
5 ad entertain d, never had Cou- 
ge to repel the growing BoldacK, with which 
encroach'd upen her Motlefty 
and A when ſhemoſt {trove to Toy Tomerhing which 
4 | Tack 78 His ene cou d bring forth no 
t ET ads than, Forbear, forbear my dan- 
1 ecrous, 2 7 1 5 Brother 1. cruel. Broil 
3 #4, Would you, ruin me? Tis eaſy to gyelb 
= by nd a be of 5 Sort of Repulſes 
2 and. 
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Hot have been far Som diflipating the Ardour of 
a Lover, leſs fiercely animated than was Cli- 
tander. He made but ſhort Replies to her En- 
treaties or Interrogatories, ſpeaking to her onl) 
in this Manner, O permit me to ſecure the Blei- 
firg you have 1o often promis d, let me 
aſſure my ſelf you never will be another's, - <A 
be mine, and eaſe me of theſe Doubts Uncer- 
tainty creates. Nor, indeed, wou d! it have 
been conformable, to the reſt of his Artifice to 
Have held à long Converſation, 'or given her 
Time for Thought or Recolleftion, Action was 
now his Buſineſs, and in this Hurry of her Spi- 
rits, all unprepar'd, incapable of Deferice, half 
yielding, half reluctant, and ſcarce ſenfible o. 
what ſhe ſuffer'd, he bore her tremblin 5 to the 
Bed, and pet petrared che eruel Purpoſe he had 
long fince cofitriy Ww. 

Ihe TO: of Ruin over, the barbarous Av- 
thor of it, now. began to exert his utmoſt Wit 
and Eloquence to dry her Tears, and huſh the 
Remonftrances of violated Virtue ;*he enforc'd 
the Arguments ſhe had before too  fitally given 
Bar to, That the Fies of Blood or Affinity 
were but imaginary Bars to Love, pleaded: 

1 15 of his Paſſion, and the abfolute Neceſ- 
ty it brought, either to enjoy his with or dye; 
wore ten "thouſand Oaths of an unaltera 
S and that the Secret never ſhould b 
divulg d. The natural Propenfity whicht al! 
10055 have to liſten ro any Arguments which 
I ſerve to excuſe the Efrors they commit, 
Joi SO to the Corruption which his Infinuations 
oy brought on her Principles, made her not 
aim at confuting any, Thing he urg d, either in 
Yis, er der un Viadieation; and of all che 
PE) Paſſiong 
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Paſſiotis which had ſo lately ruffled her Sol; 
Love and Shame were only now remaining: By 
repeated and endearing Familiarities he endea- 
vour d to ſtrengthen the one, and entirely diſſi- 
pate the other; but the Confuſion of her Mind 


was ſo great, that tho he ſtirr d not from her 
the whole Day, he found all his Efforts to com- 


poſe her ineffectual; and at her Siſters Return, 


the Sight of that wrong' d Lady overwhelm'd 


her with a Diforder which had been fufficient 
to have made ſome Women ſuſpicious of the 
Truth. The villa inous Occaſion of it, appre- 


henſive of the Danger, and alſo to prevent an 


Notice being taken of his having been all Day in 
the Chamber of Althea, if the Servants ſhou d 
happen to ſpeak of it, with an unparallel d Aſ- 
ſurance, taking his Wife in his Arms aſſoon as 


eever ſhe enter d the Room, I am glad you are 


come home my Dear, ſaid he, Althea is quite 


fpoil'd with the Vapours, and tho? I have been 


complaiſant enough not to leave her a Moment 
fince you went out, all 1 can do to bring her 
into good Humour is but Labour thrown away; 
— ſhe will, in ſpite of me, indulge her Chag- 
rin, and will give. no other Reaſon for it, than 
that ſhe had an ugly Dream laſt Night. Miranda 
laugh'd at this idle Superſtition (as ſhe call'd it) 
in her Siſter, and bega to rally her on the ill 
Effects of a too thoughtful Diſpofition; till the 
other (who long' d to be alone, to give a Looſe 
to Reflection) anfwer'd her in ſo peeviſh a Ma- 
ner, that the ſeem'd in good Earneſt affected 
with that Diſtemper Clitander had accus'd her 


of; and what was really the Effects of Remorſe 


might very well be taken for iſt Humour: 
Miranda continued her pleaſantry for foms 
BY Pf 


— 
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Time, but finding it of no Eſſeck on her Siſter, 
Come my Dear, ſaid ſhe, taking her Husband 
by the Hand, let us leave her to herſelf, 
if we ſtay here much longer, we too ſhall catch 
the Contagion. As ſhe fpoke theſe Words 
they both quitted the Room. Clitander as he 
was going out, turning back to make her a ſub- 
miſſive Bow, accompany'd with the moſt tender 
and endearing Air that Love cou'd teach him to 
aſſume. „ 
Althea now left to the Freedom of her 
"Thoughts, felt a kind of Pleaſure, in giving 
Way to Pain; and in not checking the Strug- 
gles of departing Virtue, found the Means to 
eaſe herſelf of its Remorſe, —— | She accus'd 
her eaſy Nature, wonder'd how ſhe cou'd be ſo 
loft, ſo abandon'd by all the Principles her 
Youth was taught, and curſt the Tenderneſs 
which had betray'd her, — the Wrong ſhe had 
done her Siſter; the Diſhonour the had brou ght 
on herſelf, the Crime the had been yt of 
3 Heaven, all appear'd to her diſfracted Ima- 
gination in their blackeſt and moſt damning Co- 
Jours, and for ſome Moments inyoly'd her in ſo 
terrible a Diſpair, that ſhe was almoſt ready to 
lay deſper ate Hands on her own Life, thereby 
to put a Period to the Shame of it. But as 
Things violent are ſeldom of any Jong Conti- 
nuance, the Force of theſe Emotions in a few 
Moments were evaporated and ſpent ; and the 
Ide of Clitander, his Charms, his Fondneſs, 
and i imagin d Honour and Sweetneſs of Diſpo- 
Ation, took their Turn to triumph over the 
faint Remains of Modeſty and Virtue; and the 
Felicity of being belov'd by a Man, whom me 
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Her ſufficient Reparation for that' The had re- 
ſign'd in the rewarding it; and the Gratitude 
the -ow'd his Paſſion, an Excuſe for the Crime 


Her own had influenc'd her to commit. In 


fine, the Morning found her as calm and com- 
pos d as ſhe had been the Night before the con- 
trary; and if there was left in her Soul any 
Tincture of her former Diſquiet, the Endear- 
ments of Clitander, and the Arguments he made 
uſe of to reconcile her to what had paſt be- 
tween them, entirely clear'& her of it, and 
made her willingly reſign herſelf to frequent 
Repetitions of that guilty Joy, the had at firſt 


ſo much regretted. _ 8 . 
In this Criminal Tranquility let us leave her 
for a while, and return to her Undoer: That 
cruel Brother, haying thus ſatisfy'd the Cravings 
of his lawleſs Flame, and reyell'd'in the Spoils 
of violated Chaſtity, remain'd' but a ſhort 
Time contented with the Triumph he had gain'd, 
the Love of Money now reſum'd its Empire in 
his ſordid Soul; and as it was not ſo much the 
Poſſeſſion of Althea's Perſon as her Eſtate, 
which had induc'd him to take this Pains, 10 
having obtain d the one, he now began to ſet 
his whole Wits at Work to become Maſter of 
the other alſo.” Iis true, he was not in that 
Anxiety of Mind he had been, becauſe having 
the free Poſſeſſion of Althea, he was pretty ſe- 
cure from any Apprehenſions of her marrying, 
at leaſt while he continu'd to treat her with that 
Tendernefs which had fo fatally ſeduc'd her; 
but being in all his Paſſions, exce Avarice, 

„ I 
extreamly inconſtant, he ſoon Sen ee with 
the- unreſtrain'd Enjoyment, and conſequently 
weary of diſſembling Ardours he cou d no longer 
. "of | ; D 2 RY: feel. 


F< 


(28) 


feel. —— In thoſe very Moments, when moſt 

he ſwore he Iov'd, he curſt her in his Heart; 
and with his Vows of everlaſting Fondneſs, 
mix d Imprecations and Withes for her Ree 

—— had the Means of it, without Danger of 
Diſcovery, been in his Fower, tis certain the 
had not long ſurviv'd her Loſs of Honour; but L 
to the ſame Fears which had before Enjoyment 

been her Protection, was ſhe ſtill indebted to 
for her Safety; and tho? he was always con- 
kriving her Deſtruction, he cou'd not, with. all 
the Invention he was Mafter. of, find the Way 
/ ² i oor WET EIgy 
. In this Dilentma he receiv'd a copſiderable 
Addition to the Perplexity he was before in- 
volv'd in, which was the Knowledge that Althea 
| was with Child; the 1 which ſeiz'd his 
f guilty Soul, whenever he conſider d how Diffi- 2 
cult it would be to keep, the. inceſtuous Secret 

from Diſcovery, fill'd him with Horrour almoſt 
proportion d to his Crime, — but ſo great a 


r was he of Preſence of Mind, that not all 
the Confuſion of Hs Thoughts prevented him 
om, proſecuting his Deſigns: He no ſooner 
knew the Condition Althea was in, but to add 
5 the Melancholy of it, he was continually fil 
ö ling her Ears with Stories of Women who had 
L died in Child-birth, wou'd ſometimes, in a well 
1 ounterfeited Terrour tell her, he had heard a 
. Weaſel ſqueak, at others, that a. Raven had 
4 perch'd upon the Houſe, pretend ſome ominous 
Dream: In fine, ſcarce a Day paſs d over With⸗ 
out his bringing her an account of ſome fabulous 
Prediction, till he wrought ſo far on the Weake 
N . of her Sex, as to ſettle her in the Belief that 
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Natare for her being deliver'd. of her - Burthen, 
Having gain'd this Point, as he was fitting alone 
with her one Day, taking her by the Hand, and 


E 


et 
wo 


diſſembling che moſt perſect Tenderneſs, My 
moſt adord, my forever dear Althea, ſaid he, 


A 


— 


I have a Propoſal to offer to you, which I have 
Jong wilh'd to ſpeak, but never had the Con- 
rage, fearing it ſhow'd encreaſe that Melancholl 
to which already you are but too much inclin'd, 
but my 0 continued he, if you wou'd 
bur ps 5 of your good Fs © to arm 2 
gainſt theſe womaniſn Apprehenſions, you wov's 
wot think your ſelf A beat; to Death 8 being 
prepar d for it. Here he paus'd, expecting ſhe 
wou'd defire an Explanation, of theſe Words, 
Which ſhe immediately did, nat a little ſur- 
priz d what it was he meant by them, Since 
Vou command me, reſum'd he, 1 will no longer 
| Ku to 690g! 15; ara ſome ee created 
mie many Inquietudes. Shou d you, ꝓ 
ſuid he, with a Sigh, which Heaven je; pH 
giving Life to the dear Froduct of our Love 
reſign your own, the Eſtate you are poſſeſt df 
mult, of | Conſequence, _ you dying without a 
Will, deſcend to your Sifter, = the Children 
born of her become the Inheritors, —— it wall 
not be in my Power to prevent it, and that moſt 


precious Pledge of the moſt fond Affection that 
ever fill d the Heart of Man, muſt be a Beggar, 
a poor Dependant on an unhappy; Father, who 
can do no more than make ſome mean Proviſion 
for it, as for the Child of ſome Acquaintance or 
remote Relation, while thoſe begotten on Mi- 

randa, tho far leſs dear, favour d by Legitimacy, 
{hall riot in the Plenty. of your Lands, and loo 
_ with Scorn on the wrong d Babe, whoſe Bi 
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| (5) 
right makes them rich The Thoug ht of 
this is worſe than Death to me, and will de ſo 
to you, when once you come to know a Mo- 
ther's Pangs, a Mother's Tenderneſs and Care; 
—— I wou'd have you, therefore, to provide 
againſt it, and by a Teftament legally” drawn and 
Tign'd by Witneſſes, cut off Miranda, and ſecure 
your Child from all thoſe Injuries whi ch Want 
Occaſions. How can that be? interr upted 41 
Thea, we know not of what Sex the wretclied 
Infant is, and in a Will, the Name, as well as 
Relative muſt punctually be ſet down. For 
that 1 have laid a rent reply'd he, rejoĩc d 
to find her in ſo compliable : a Diſpoſition, you 
Jhall bequeath your Lands, your wy ey Ne 
and whatſoever valuable Goods you have to A 
Aiftitious Perſon, '—— we may eafily invent a 
ame; and becauſe it may be expected he 
ould appear to claim the Benefit of the Will 
I mut be left Truſtee, or if vn pleaſe, his 
Gres that, and your Executor, —- by this 
Means 1 ſhall have the Opportunity oi ot doing 
Jong. to my” Child, fince being my ſelf, in 
ight of my Wife, next Heir, none has a Pri- 
vilege to ſcrutinize: into the Rea fois of your 
having made ſo ſeemingly ſtrange à Will; and 
thus will alſo, your Reputation, even after Death, 
remain unſully d; and the worlt the prying 
World can ſay, Will be, that vou Were unnatus 
ral, and the Tenderneſs for that, Which ought 
to be moſt dear, be taken for the Want of it, 
to your Siſter. "He aid no more, nor indeed 
had he any” Occaſion fer further Arguments, 
PFbhat he had already urg d appear'd too reaſon- 
| able for her to deny Aſſent: She very mich ap- 
d thank d his * Py and the 
ſame 
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ſme Evening gave him Commiſſion to go to. « 


awyer, and have the Mill drawn up according 
as he had advis d. e 


* 


Fortune, and the Credulity of the too fond 
Althea had hitherto crown d {# his Endeavours 
with Succeſs, and he began mw to think there 
was no Difficulty which his Genius, Reſolution, 
and the Fertility of his Invention cow'd not ſur- 


mount. —— He was not however, of the Diſ- 


poſition of ſome, People, who lull themſellves 
too ſoon in an imaginary Security, and tran- 


ſported with what they have already obtain d, 
flit down enjoying the Reflection, contented be- 
= | ies their Work is done: With the ſame inde- 
fHuatigable Induſtry with which he commenc'd his 
Deſigns, did he proceed to the Accompliſhment 
ol them. —— Early as the Day did he ariſe 


next Morning, and having given Directions to 
an able Attorney, what he would have done, in 
2 mall Time after, brought to Althea a Parch - 
ment, which he told her was the Will, but which 
was. in Reality, a, Deed of Giſt to himſelf, of 
all the Eſtate ſhe was at that Inſtant in Poſſeſſion 
of. But becauſe my Reader will doubtleſs be a- 
niaz d for what Reaſon he went about to deceive 
her in this Manner, his Wife being the undoubt- 
ed Heir, L muſt unravel the Bottom of his Aim, 


Y n 38 3 ; 
dnl ſet forth a Deſign ſo monſtruous, as were 


made acquainted with the Truth, wou'd ſcarce 
Lain Belief in any Mind, leſs prone to Villany 

than that of Clitander. Fir'd, as I have already 
Jaid, with the repeated Poſſeſſion of the Beauties 


fai 
of Althea, and burning with a yet unextin- 


2 


1 WY Paſſion for the Enjoyment; pt her Wealth, 


nd to theſe two Motives for wiſhing her in 
At another 
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vttother World being added; that of the Dati« ' 
ger her Condition involv'd him in of the Diſ- 
covery of the Crime he had committed in de- 
esc her, all together made him reſolve to 
murder her, and go do it in Tuch a Manner, as 
might have che Appearance of being acted by 
berſelf, the Laws of the Nation depriving 
the Succeſſors of Perſons ſo deſperate, of inhe- 
Titing any Part of their Goods, he contriv'd to 
ſecure himſelf by a Deed of Gift, drawn up, 
- dated and fign'd before there was any Ton 
ance of her laying Hands on her Life, 

But here, Heaven was pleas'd to pit a Sto 
to his Proceedings, -and what he thought wou. 
be the moſt certain Means to ſecure the Accom- 
pliſtment of his Hopes, prov'd the Ruin of 
them. — He-came to Althea, and in a m_ 
Hurry, as if he fear'd the coming in of 
Perſon 'who might interrupt what he was about 
to ſay, thow'd her the Parchment, and unfold- 
ing only that Part of it where ſhe Thonld ſet her 
Hand, defir'd her to ſign. Chance, more tharr 
Suſpicion, made her deſire to read | it firſt; but 
that Demand a little alarming him, as not ER= 
pecting ſhe would ſcruple any hing he requir d, 
He was that Moment at a d how to reply, 
but recovering himſelf as well as he was able, 
told her there was no Oceaſion for her Perufal, 
for it was drawn up exactly as they had agreed, 
and that to look it over, wou'd take up more 
Time than the was aware of, and that probablx⁊e 
her Siſter, or ſome other of the Family might 
come -up and catch her in that Employment: 
There is no Haſte then, faid ſhe, for my ſign- 
ing it. IThal ſcarce dye before to Morrow, 
Lad if vou ive it me, I Will put it into my | 

Cabinet, 


F 


"tC OFF eV We vv © 


* 


S 
1. 
- 


Pr 


SH 

5 

3 
8 


\ 


« 7 ) 


Cabinet, and read it when I am certain of no 


Interruption. Now was he indeed confound- 
ed, not all his Cunning or Aſſurance con'd en- 
able him preſently to reſolve what to do, in an 
Exigence ſo dangerous to all the Meaſures he 


had form'd; to leave it with her was to pro- 


claim himſelf the Villain he was in Reality, and 
to refuſe, was to give her Room to gueſs there 


4 was ſomething in it of a different Kind from 
wiuhat he had made her believe: Making a Vir- 


tue, therefore, of Neeeſſity, after a Moment's 


Thought, You do not conſider, reſuni'd he, of 
what ill Conſequence it may be, to keep ſuch à 
Thing by you, — it may be found. 
ſome Accident may betray the Affair. 1 
wou d have this Secret lodg d beyond the Reach 


of Fate itſelf : Remember, purſu d he more 


eagerly, 'tis for your Child you do it. 


ſhou'd you neglect a Thing of fo much Conſe- 


quence to its Welfare; the unborn Babe may 
live to curſe its too remiſs and unkind Parent. 


But, added he, perceiving ſhe look d amaz'd to 


Hear him talk in this Manner, if you imagine I 


have caus'd any Thing to be inſerted there 
which you can ſcruple to approve, I will ſit 
down and read it to yon. There may be more 
Danger in that, ſaid ſhe, than can be reaſonably 
apprehended from lying in my Cabinet, 


but you ſhall have your Will. In ſpeaking theſe 
Words ſhe ſhut the Door, and prepar'd herſelf 


to liſten to him. The grave and determin d Air 
with which ſhe ſpoke and mov'd, made him 
eaſily perceive ſhe was not perfectly pleas'd with 
his Behaviour; his natural Boldnefs, however, 
enabling him to go on, he unfolded the Parch- 
ment, ſhadding as well as he con'd, with his 


( 3+) 
Hand. the Top of it, on which was written, 


The, Deed of Gift, and began not to read, but 
to ſpeak ſuch Words as were ſuitable to the 


Inſtrument for which: ſhe had given Orders, 1 4 


what he utter'd being altogether different from 
the real Contents. The Hefitation of his Ac. 
cents, and the Confuſion. which he cou'd not 
keep from being viſidle in his Countenance, ha- 
ving ereated in her Suſpicions, to which before 
her Heart was wholly a Stranger, with the ut- 
moſt Watchfulneſs the. obſerv'd his every Look 
and Motion, and taking Notice that he endea- 
vour'd to conceal ſome Part of the, Writing, 
and alſo glancing her Eyes over it, perceiving 
that his Tongue conſulted his own Invention 
more than the Parchment, ſhe was both con- 
vinc'd and 1 at the Deceit with which he 
treated her; and nothing is more to be won- 
der'd at than, that ſhe; io far from all Artifice 
herſelf; cou d al at once have her Eyes unfeal'd 
to behold ſuch-monſtraous Baſeneſs and Hypo- 
criſy in the Man, whoſe imaginary Honour and 
Fidelity: ſhe had forfated alf that was dear to 
her to ward, did not make her that Moment 
Sreak out into ſome wild Extravagance of Rage, 
 Whieh-thou'd have made him know his Wiles 
were now betray d,, and his deceiving Schemes 
no more cou d boaſt their accuſtom'd Succeſs.— 

Tis certain that her Soul was all Surprize, Re- 
ſentment and Confuſion, yet did-the bridle the 
Tiſing: Paſſions, and tho half ſuffocated, re- 
Arai d the Healing Sighs, forbid her Tears to 
flow, or Tongue to vent the ſmalleſt Tittle of her 
Diſcovery or Indignation, till having done rea- 
ding, he once more entreated her to ſign. Yes, 
1 _ I wall Lien, but it ſhall be. in Flames, 


a8 
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„ 
as you hereafter muſt, for all the Miſeries. 
the eternal Ruin, your curſed Inſinuations have 
brought on the undone Althea. Theſe/ Exprefe 
ſions were accompany/d with a Torrent of Tears 


and at the ſame Time ſnatching the Parchment 


from his Hand, ſhe threw it into a great Fire, 
which, the Weather being very cold, was then 
burning in the Room, here it was immediately 
conſumꝰd. The Amazement in which this Acti- 
on invold the Soul of Clitander, is not to be ex- 
preſs d; he ſaw he was detected, and liad 
nothing to alledge in his Excuſe or Vindication, 
the projecting Demons, who had prompted 
kim zo tif VMllaty:; now zefitel knn tA AR 


ſiſtance, his once ready Wit and Invention 


now forſook him, —— all his Powers abandon'd 
him, — his Eyes and Tongue forgot their 
uſual Artifice, —— Fear, Shame and Horror 
ſat on each unguarded Feature, and all the na- 


ked Criminal appear'd in View; with 


down-caſt Looks a While he ſtood ſilent, revol- 
ving in his Mind a thouſand black and terrible 


Ideas: And ſhe recovering herſelt a little fr om 
that Exceſs of Paſſion, Dich had before ſtop'd 


the Uterance of her Words, went on in her Up- 
braidings in this Manner, Ungenerous, mean 


Deſigner as thou art, ſaid ſhe, how little didſt 


thou know the laviſh Fondneſs of Altheas Soul, 


or thy own Power ? — had I been Miſtreſs o 


all the Globe contains, and been made ſenſible 
Clitarder wanted it, with Pleaſure I Mou d have 
yielded the unyalu'd Treaſure; and thought my 
Felf more rich in his Acceptance, than in any 
other Bleſſing that Heaven and Fortune 'cou'd 
endow me with, to that Degree Tlov'd you, 
Words cannot ſpeak how much,. no De- 
yo ES 1 ſcription, 


— 


(36) 
ſcription, — nothing but my Infatuation can 
ſet forth the vaſt Extent of that tranſcendant 
Paſſion with which I was inſpir'd 5 but 
know, it was not to your lovely Perſon alone 
you were indebted for the Proofs I gave you of 
it; —— I figur'd you out to my admiring Soul 
as the moſt perfect Pattern of Fidelity and Ho- 
Nour, and thought I never cou'd too much ac- 
knowledge the Beauty of your Mind, O! 
how have I been deceiv d, continu'd ſhe, burſt- 
Ing a ſecond Time into Tears, how cruelly has 
my unwarry Innocence ſuffer d itſelf to be im- 
pos d on; thou Monſter of Hipocriſy, how 
wretched haft thou made me ! The ſtruggling 
Paſſions of her Soul made her unable to utter 
more, but what her Tongue fail'd to expreſs, 
Her ſtreaming Eyes and agonizing Tremblings 
abundantly made up for. Clitander with much 
- ado forcing himſelf to look upon her, deman- 

ded of her, but with a Voice wy unaſſur d 

and broken, What it was ſhe meant? An In- 
terrogatory of this Kind, appear'd to her to have 
ſo much Impudence in it, that it ſeem'd wholly 
to diſſipate her Grief, to make Way for a more 
formy Paſſion : Rage had now the whole Poſ- 
ſeſſion of her Breaſt, and ſhe anſwer d him in 
Terms which fully convine'd him, if before he. 
had any Doubt of it, that ſhe had diſcover'd the 
Artifice: of the pretended Mill, and alſo that it 
wonld be no eaſy Matter to bring her to Mo- 


deration : He attempted it however as much as 


His Diſorders won'd give him Leave; but the 
more he aim'd to excuſe what he had done, 
the more ſhe grey incens d; alledging, that 

tho! he had the higheſt Reaſons for defigning 
Dees of Gift inſtead of a Will, which yet the 


cou'd 


* 
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(37) 

cou'd not allow, ſhe never cou'd forgive his In- 
tention of deceiving her. She told him, that 
ſince ſhe found him capable of Artifice in one 
Thing, ſhe doubted not but he had been ſo in 
all; and that ſhe no more cou'd give Credit to 
any Thing that came from him..— All he cou d 
ſay was ineffectual to move her from this Reſo- 
lution, and he was oblig'd to leave her, having 
ſeveral Times: been bid by her to leave the 


Room, without being able to work her to ny | 


Return of Softneſs, or even to look on him with 
leſs Reſentment than that which both her Eyes 
and Tongue declar'd at the Time of her throw- 
ing the Parchment into the Fire. . 
lt wou'd be as needleſs as impoſſible, to ſet 
forth, as it deſerves, the diſtracted State in 
which this Night was paſt, both by Clitander 
and Althea, to be told what has happen'd be- 
tween them, will better enable the Reader's Ima- 
gination to conceive their preſent Wretchedneſs 
than any Thing I am able to ſay. The De- 
ceiwer and Deceiv'd felt equal Pains, the one in 
the Diſappointment of his Defigns, and Fears 
of ſomething to enſue by this Diſcovery far 


worſe; And the other, in Tenderneſs abus d, 


and the Reflection on the incomparable Ruin 
her Inadvertancy had brought upon her, the 


moſt poynant Remorſe was now the Portion of 


her Soul; and Dread, and the ſharpeſt Stings 
of Guilt and Horror his. e 
Ihe Condition of the perfidious Clitander was 
Jo much the more perplex'd than that of Althea, 
by the Addition of Uncertainty. in what Man- 
ner he ſhould proceed; while. that unhappy 
Lady, in the Midſt of her Griefs found ſome 
little Eaſe in Reſolntion, and determin'd to 


(2). 


tit a Houſe which had been. 6 fatal to her 


Virtue"and Her peace; and juſtly deteſting the 


Sight of her Undoer, aſſoon as the was inform d 
Miranda” was ſtirring, ſſie Tent to deſire the 
Would 8 into her Chamber, who immedi- 
ately complying with her Requeſt, ſhe told her, 
That finding herſelf of late very much indiſpos d 
the belie vd it owing to the Town Air, which 
dy Reaſon the was not aceuſtom'd to ive in, 


did not agree with her Conſtitution, and that 


Me would return to her Country Seat, at leaſt, 
till ſhe had recover'd her former Health. Her 


preſent" Condition having render d her Looks 
more pale and wan than ordinary, contri- 
buted to make this Exciſe paſs current; and 
ner Siſter, tho extreamly coneern'd to looſe the 


Pleaſure of her Company, thought it would 
ſeem rather an Argument of Self love chan che 
ky, to 8 S 0 

two Siſters were engag'd in "this 
, Clitander, WhO was alone in the 


Dining Tom, was in all the Agonies which 


Guilt or Fear can inflict; he had heard Alt hea 8 
Servant deſire his Wife to come to her Miſtreſs, 


| and he knew not but the Violence ef that Rage 


with which me was animated againſt him, might 
oblige her to relate the whole Story of their In- 
treague to her Siſter. He was ſenſible, that 
Paſſion of what"Kind ſoever, has'fmall Regard 


to Prudence; eſpecially in a Female Mind, and 
cole himſelf of Weakneſs, chat he 


began to a 
had not put ir End to His Appfrehenſions, by 
depriving her of the Power of Complaining, — 
with how much Eaſe, faid he to himſelf, might 
Thave ſtrangled or imother'd the fond Reproa- 


gs * aſſoon as Tperoviva Me took upon her tb 
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pry into my Meanings, — I might lave leſt her 
breathleſs, to be found by the firſt comer into 


the Room, — the Act wou'd have appear d 
her own, — No- body wou d have ſuſpected me, 
— perhaps my Wife might have made the 
firſt Diſcovery, and the Shock of ſuch a Sight 


might have been fatal too to her, and I had been 
rid of both at once, Fool that I was, and 


too, too careleſs of my on Safety, Intereſt, or 
Reputation,. ſhou'd her wild Rage diſcloſe 
the fatal Secret, Lam undone in all without Re- 
demption, loſt to all the Views of my aſpiring 
Soul, nay. pointed at, and hifs*d: as I paſs'by the 


demute Inhabitants of this well-order'd City. 


In this Manner did he torment himſelf, till ſee- 


ing the Servants run buſily up ànd doun the N 


Houſe, he cal d to know the Meaning of this 
unuſual Hurry, and was by one of them in- 
form' d, that Alrhea being going out of Town, 


they were employ'd in packing up her Things, 


and preparing for her Departure. If he was be- 


fore alarm'd, he now was much more ſo; this 


ſudden Removal made him not doubt but that 


ſhe had betray d every Thing, and unable to 
endure the juſt Upbraidings he expected to meet 
from both theſe injur d Ladies, he flew ort ef 


the Houſe immediately, reſolving nat to return 
till the Abſence of one of them might the better 
encourage him to deny the. whole Affair to the 
other. = : | 
- He had been but juſt zone outs; hen Arado 
came into the Room where ſhe had left him, 
to acquaint him with her Siſter's Reſolution 
and miſſing him, ſent every where in Search of 


him, to take Leave of Althea: But he was no 
where to be found; he went a quite contrary 


Way 
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+ Way- from any Place where he cou'd be ex- 


petted, and came not Home till very late at 


k The e Althea found a kind of gloomy 
Satisfaction, that ſhe was not oblig'd to diſſem- 
ble a Civility to the Author of her Ruin, and 
made what Haſte ſhe cou'd' away, left any of 
thoſe ſent to ſeek him ſhou'd ſuceed in their En- 
deavours: But he returning not till Night, was 
immediately eas d of his Apprelienſions, by the 
Perſon that open'd the Door, who acquainted 
him with the fruitleſs Search which had been 
made for him, and the Reaſon of it. A little 
more compos d now in Mind, he had the Power 
of inventing an Excuſe to his Wife for his run- 
ning away in ſo abrupt a Manner, which ſhe, 

wholly free from any Suſpicion of the Truth, 

readily believ'd. | 
9 - villanouſly bent Clitander eou d not, how- 
ever, be ſatisfy d while there remain'd even a 
Polibility of his Crime being made known ; he 
reſoly'd therefore, by ſome Means or other to 
put an End to hes: whoſe Life he look'd on 
as a continual Danger; but as there was no Op- 
portunity to compaſs this Defi gn while they 
were at Variance, he endeavour d by his for- 


mer Artifices to gain a euere She had 


not left his Houſe three Days, a he lat her 
the following Letter. 315 


| To the moſt Lovely, bur too Rigo- 
. .. Tous Althea. 


B Y this, 1 hope, Paſſion has had Timet to 
cool, and Reaſon has got the Better of 
6 2 Reſentment, — "ah coud I ere 
| ve 


* 


2 


ys, VE Cog CW 


( 41 J : 
« ſave thought Althea, who ſeem d all heavenly 
ba Sang wou'd have ſo far been deaſned 2 


be her miſtaken Rage, as not to hear Clitangders, 
cc her once lov'd Clitender plead! —— I confels. 


<. ;ndeed, that I deceiv'd, you as to the Title of 
te the Infrument on had order d me to get 
* drawn up, but Deſen was ſtill the ſame 
4 and it appear d to me, and to the Lawyer, 
& whoſe Advice I took, to be more firm and va- 


« lid this Way. than that other we had agreed 


© on: The Motives which induc'd me to it are ? 
& too long to be anſerted heres but if you wil 


4 permit a, Viſit from me, I can eaſily conyince 


you that what I did was wholly owing to my 


* . Gare to. that dear Babe; which next to its 


„ch Mother, muſt be moſt precious to 
64 7 Soul. Oh! my forever loy' dh — 


© forever 854 Althea, tho 1 doubt not but 


© 1 ſhall hear you own you haye been to blame, 
£ F. with your uſual Softne 

Ne et the Remembrance chat I have been 
« once 


is ayow Clit ander s 


pected by you, will be an eternal Vul= 
< ture to my aking Heart. Confidence, 
ce as it is the greateſt Proof of a perfect Paſſion, 


< ſo it is allo the higheſt Bleſſing of it; Reſume 


< it then thou dear, unjuſt Dihuber of thy own 

< Repoſe, and know. Clitander- better than to 

- a admit one Thought to the Prejudice of his 
„Love or Hongur; the inchanting Charms 


1 : which d dwell upon thy Mind and Perſon. ren- 
A der it impoſſible for me to falſify the one, and 


« < the Principles 1 in which my Youth: was bred 
wou d make me chuſe Death rather than be 
4e Built) of eme de en heather; bar; 

1 much then haſt thou injur d me, Alt hes 

— _ Torments has Fad unkind Diſtruſt in- 


= boot? : 0 « flicte# 
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& flicted o me My" Se which flatter'd 
«| jeff with the Belief it Feſd ſo perfect an 
«Intelligence with thine, that hater paſs d 
4 in one Breaſt was to the other known, now 
ec ſtarts with wild Amaze, and all its Faculties 
ce ſeem loſt in Grief and Wonder. O haſte 
ce to cure the Wounds thy Cruelty has caus d, 
< and let the Balſom of returning Love reſtore 
cc once more Clitander to himſelf, for I am 
< nothing, while . e of thee, but a poor 
walking Statue, diſcover'd but by Piſpair to 
ce have any Remains of Senſe or Reaſon left. — 
ce Write to me ſome Eines of Comfort, and con- 
c ſent to receive once more into tl dy Efteem, 
cc into thy Sight, into thy Arms, the moſt ar- 
ce dent and ſineereſt Lover that ever own'd the 
Power of Beauty; be doubly kind to 
„ make me Reparation for the Wrong thou haſt 
.< done me, and know that it is the Md De- 
< termination of 1 my Mind to dye if you perſiſt | 
ce in this Injuſtise,” it 3 better not de at all, 
N chan not to be eg i 
ehe coo ; The Divine Athes's 
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„ Wderer gde en With the! "MN 
0 Love, need not be told what kind of Emo- 


tions thoſe are, which of Coriſequenee fwell the 
Boſom of à. Fer ſon in the Circumſtances Althea 
was z never Had Woman been poſſeſt of a more 


violent Paſſion than ſhe was for clitander, nor 
cou'd any Heart be capable of a greater Reſent- 


ment than. was hets, fince the Diſeovery of his 


-Deceit; the c ͥ not read thoſe tender Expreſ- 


0 he had made ule of in his Letter, without a 
| — Flood 
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e Irreſolution. 


aA {cond Impoſition, I ſuall at leaſt | apy gn 
he RT riumph he expects. Thus did this un- 


» : . 


1 Jenderneſs, as to be able to anſwer him in thele 
. Terms. c 


- — 
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To the Thenklet and wee 


ler, 


"Fa yn added. 70 nid 27 
12 the Diſcove of der, Pf 7 
treated, it 1 be to find N08 fill entertain an O- 
pinion of me ſo pontrary to what I ant, or oyght to be, 
— Mo, no Clitander ; it is not in the Power 0 
all your Artifices to deteive me tire; to know 
you bave heen falſe in one Thing, comvintes int there 
3a Poſſibility you may be ſo in al; and, as you toy 
—2 for your own Iurereſt obſerue, Confidence alone 

+ Love 4 Bleſſmg';-4s your Behaviour, there- 
fore, bas taken from nie the one, I muſt endeavour 
ro expel the other alſo,” or be for ever wretched. - — 
Am 7 nor andono nin d beyond Red en 
——=— by my unba ba nn redut'd to a es at 3 
in which” Life; Honour, Reputation, every Thing that 
# dear muſt be epo to 2 — angers, infinite and num- 
berleſ,; jet in this? dreadful Haxard of my Soul 
what had I'to comfort me but thy be livv d e 
and that thou haſt deſtroy d; and I um now all At- 
Jery and Deſpair, without onk chearing Hope, one 
Dawn of Conſelation. —— Ob why Glitander won A 
vou abuſe = Faith ſo entirely dependant as was mine 
Fibre wore Reaſons pg altering the intend- 
ed ond into a Deed of Gift, why wt I not ac. 
etrainted with them? ee When J 8 
with whit a zealous Haſte you' preſ#®d n tar 
Hard'to fie that Writing, and with what 4 ready 
Cumming you turn d the Words fo much the Reverſe 
a 7 what m were, it makes you ſeem, to my diftratt- | 
el Thought, 4 Mie lon ; prathis'd in Diceit, vers'd 
in Hypoeviſy, gud hill d in every Wile of your be- 
| frying Sex. u. 2 Chat FF 15 e 


%% N 
| jos that dear Charatter which vn ime firſt to Tex: 
Aornoſe, and made me think all Things a Virtue 
which thy Love requir'd. ——— Bu 30 what End 
does my affiifted Soul thus pour forth ber Cumplain. 
Inge, if thos art falſe, t bon wilt but ſcorn my Griefs 1, 
true, 2 ut; Oh that t - were, 
— that indeed, I con'd in the Aſſurance they were 
fo, _—_ 1 aid "Oy" and ones more 1 


* # 2 | be too leg Ciender, 
Althea, 


Having concluded this Epiftle, The read it 
over, and thinking ſome Part of it expreſsd too 
great a Tendernefs, to prevent him from enter- 
taining any Hopes, which might be too pre- 
ſuming, ſhe added A Rt inns iy: ic ee 
theſe ords: * 


I won A not Mode 5h i ine, is 1 2205 my 
Hats till avows 2 S at "rhe Remembrance 
of our former Loves, that it can murß 0 o wer 
my Reaſon as to ſway me to any hrs . econ- 
cili zation, at leaſt; as yet, Time, and your 
Behaviour can 25 Jeeids what "ris J ought 
to do. Make no Endtavours therefore for an 
Interview, left you ſhould alarm a Reſentment, which 
M71 e Jour 2 when you bel} ive . lll d 47. 
Farewell. 


- a tad too e — the Ilelo⸗ 
be of a Female Mind when agitated by that 
undoing Paſſion, not to ſee Althea was as much 
his own as ever, and that there wanted but a 
ftw Oathis and render Prefſyres to compleat what 


1 (46) 
his Letter had begun: But as all the Ardours of 
Deſire were now extinguiſid in him, and he no 
longer aim d at the Enjoy ment of her, he wou d 
not ſeem too forward in his Hopes; his Deſign 
being only to keep her Mind in Play, till he 
Mou d get an Opportunity to rid himſelf at 
once of all his Fears, by making her away. Con- 
tinuing therefore to counterfeit. the. deſpairipg 
Lover, ſoon aſter the Receipt of hers he ſent a 
ſecond Billet, che Contents whereof were as fol- 
lows. by | | 


8 


9300 Ba 10 8 184 55. 91 Arten ire "JG 
JF vou had eyer any Reaſon for Surprize 
I in the Behaviour of, Clitander, it is only 
„ now'to find he is yet alive after ſo terrible a 
? Teſtimony of your Indifference, as that your 
Letter gave me. Yes, thou relentleſs, 
thou tyrannick Charmer, I yet. ſurvive the 
Loſs of Love, but in a Condition, ſuch. as 
? were there not a Power whoſe Indignation i: 
more than even Althea s to be dreaded, ous 


* 


thea. 
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make me gladly fly to Death for Fale, _— 
„ Were , indeed, the falle, the perjur'd Wretch 
„Von think me, how little Effect wou d your 
” Diſpleaſure have! —— Nay, how P 
„ wou'd ſome inconſiſtent; Lovers be of ſuch a 
2 Pretence to part. but, Oh Althea! I am 
? not of that Number, my Heart wholly made 
up of Truth and .Tenderneſs, diſavows the 
2 Maxims of my Sex, and doats upon the 
” thou Soul of Pleaſure, with the ſame unabatęe 
Fondneſs, as when I . firſt_receiv'd the 9 05 


2 ons Recompence of my Pains, and triumph 
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39? in Poſſeſſion of thy Beauties. — How oſten 
„ have I thought our Minds were pair d by 
* Heaven, and that we two were choſe from 
> the unnumber'd Millions of Mankind, to prove 
the Immortality of à perfect Faſſion. No 
„Woman fure, but my Althea, cou d e er in- 


1 7 ſpire ſuch es; no Man but her Clitander 
* cou d be ſo ſenſible 'of her Power of charm- 


„ ing. Oh think upon the bliſsful Mo- 

„ ments of our Love! bring back in Idea 

” our paſt Endearments ! — to what a 

* vaſt Exceſs of unreſttain'd Delight we haye 

> een tranſported; and while the extätikk 
? Image is in View, judge of the Fervour of 
Clitaners Flame. Didſt thou deceive 
— „ me with pretended Soſtneſs, and play whe 
„ Hypocrite 3 in Pleaſure? O no, thy Raptures 
were ſubſtantial and ſincere; nor cou d the 
Soul, when thus diſolv d in Joy, find Roem 
Ogg feigning.— Were mine i enervate; that 
Ws. 7 ter, canſt doubt their Truth? thou 
r, unjuſt Piſturber! to thy own Heart let 

me appeal, by that I will be acquitted or con- 

„ dem d. == Grant a ſpeedy Anſwer to my 

2 2 Prepets, Der cConſider, that on What ydu 
12 gere eng. 


of Taye? 


* 
; Tour Inpatient Save! PR; 
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* e no 3 * Althes 8 dec, 
er Soul, unus'd to Artifice, no longer cou d re- 
„10 its ſtruggling Tenderneſs, each thrilling 
Vein confeſt rekindled: Paſſion ) and the 5 
1 Fire diffus'd itſelf through every glowing Fibre: 
— "RO more had: . ; 
| . 1 Deſire, j 


a : 
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 'Defire, no mere cod liſten to the DiBates of 


Reaſon or Reſentment, and again melted by. 
thoſe deſtruſitive Languiſhments: which had at 
firſt betray'd her Virtue ; ſhe ſufſer d her Pen to 
-eonvince him of a Truth; which before he had 
ittle Cauſe to doubt, and wholly forgetful of 
all Confiderations be Hol ber Lone pr, 
. nen en Manner. qe 


$a Tor the too Charming Clnander.. 


7. what. ie Spells, thou dear 1 
1 
i it in awer to reverſe n : ver, 
u orm wy Mind, and 4; thou pleaſpt tune epory 
D Theagh ! in fyve of al f hed im, in 
27 . in — of my Reaſon, which tell meg 
Fully is more ſhameſul, even n the fer- 
_ — ehe Prevalence of thy too fatal Charms, 
— ener weng o my ſelf al thine. 0 why 
Glitander ! def then Alarm Refleftion with the Re- 
miembrauce: of thoſe rumen, Delights. wbich I bad 
— — — 0 more; am * not 3 tao 2 
wot Pergury to the Number en- 
es? mill vot al the 2 e Love, 245 Nature, 

3 to extnſe my Grimes, and bribe, the 


that dread T1 Tribunal, to which, perhaps, I 
ly fbalt be furmon'd ? —— — O] exert thy ut- 
aud Eloquence to arm me W _ 
Ber, and reconcile the two great Oppoſites, De- 
and Virtne, vit heating: Arguments, f 
for, cafe u "Deſpair, aud heep me, while en. 
| 2 from ſhaving the Torments.the Damm d endure. 
Bur ff, for O1 there is vo: Hell like chat of thy 
wee, convince e tat my. Frars were 
gromdleſe, and 


om ' that: there mas, + ed,” no_other 
CERES © Metive 


> 
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A but our common Intereſt for that Alteration. 
in the intended Legacy, the ſooner I hear your Rea- 
fons, the ſooner ny Inquietudes will ceaſe; but be 
fure to come prepar d 0 FJuch as ſhall entirely bas) 
niſh all Diſtniſt of their Validity; and give ne ne 
Fenner 15 up: any other than what I wiſhiimy felfs 


9 Dear, Kath 


v : * * F « : 
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"nf liners 8 ERS. Dr a Reconciliation 
had ſprung from a Deſire of re-enjoying her, he: 
had now, ſufficient. to fit him for the utmoſt; 
Tranſparts.;. but alas! the Pleaſure. her Conde- 
5 yielded, was of a far different Kind 
from that Which Love inſpires: Her 
Whicl he no found was the only Means Doch 
to ea: him of all his Fears. of Dorcas: and 
to give him the Poſſeſſion of; her; Eſtate, was 
what he wanted ; and the Opportunity her, ren 
cover'd Kindneſs promis d him of executing, 
that horrid Purpoſe, ſpread a ſullen Satisfaction 
over all his Soul: The Means he had projected 
to bring it about was in this Manner 

He had for a great While had an an Intimacy 
with a neighbouring Apothecary, which, he 
improv'd during the Time of his holdi Iding this 


. Correſpondence with Al. hea; but fill pre- 


ſerying his old Maxim of depei only om 
himſelf, wou'd not let him intò any Part of, his 
Deiters but taking all Occaſions of running in- 
to his Shop, and talking with him in a free 
Manner, wou 4 ſometimes ask him what was in 
one Drawer, and ſometimes, what was in ano- 
ther; which Intelligence, join'd with his own. 
Underſtanding in the Latin Tongue, made him 
THO! G perfectly 


* 
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perſectly achiuainted wich the Name and Nature 
of moſt of choſe Drugs Which furniſh out one 
of thoſe Shops Ambngſt the Number there 8 
one, on which he kept a conſtant Bye | 
Eriend hag told hint tliat it Wasa n 06 of 
that deadly Quality, that without the Perſon 
ho ſhould take it, had verq el: prepar'd his 
Body by extraordinary Antidotes, all the Art in 
the World had not ON Power to expel. This 
was a Doſe p RO or the Defign . of this. re- 
morſeleſs' Wretch, and he refolv'd to play the 
| for ſome. Portihn 85 it, the firſt Moment 
Fortime ſnduld pteſcnt him Wich an Opportu- 
255 : Aceordi KY Defires he ſpon met one, 
ee pe happening to be abroad one Pay 
1 ie chin e there, and no Perſon in the Shop 
Abele, whom he Tent out on 
- retende, He ran immediately to the 
Drawer, and "taking but a ſufficient Quantity of 
that fatal. Prug, Wh it into a Piece of Paper, 
and eonceald * 1 his Pocket- book. 
Being thus in Poſſeſſion of the Tester be ſo 
> tie coveted, he wanted nothing but the Means 
of apply! It, "which alſo he obtain chi in a ſhort 
5 = The Anniver ry of Mirania s Birth-day 
ening a Day or two after that, in which he 
Fe d that tender Letter from her Siſter, 
he e lg he cou d not chuſe à fitter Seaſon 
for the” Accomplithmecnt: of his © cruel Aim: 
With well counterfeited Tenderneſs, he there- 
tote told that unſuſpecting Wife, that he would 
keep that Day with a Solemnity Prop porti6nable | 
to the Tenderheſs he had for her, and accord- 
ingly ſent Invitations to all the Friends on both 
Sides, to come to His Hofe and patrake of” an 


| BniertnininentH he order d to be provided in Ho- 
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in which the wou'd be oblig d to abſcond, 
wou'd be beſt for her to appear as lofig as her 


Badges of Deſpe, add unptams af a S0u diffoby'd. 
. S 


{51 - 
nour of the Day: And at the Tame Time wrote 
à private Billet to Aithen, conjuring her not to 
fail being there, telling Her that if ſhe attempted 
to evade it by any Excuſe; it might create loftte 
Suſpicion among the Relations, chat there was 
not ſo good an Agreement between them as 
uſual ; and as there was a Time approaching, 


Condition would permit q eſpecially at à Time, 
when her Abſence wou'd be looh'd bu ads a 


Thing ſo particular, that every one wou d be 


apt to enquite into tlie Cauſt. But he needed 
not have given himſeif the Trouble 6f urging ſo 
many Arguments, tie Deſite ſſie had of ſeeing 
him again, was /a ſufficient Thducement of tier 
coming, and now not doubting, becauſe he had 
told her ſo, but that at tlieir next private Meet- 
ing he word be able to dear himſelf of every 
Thing the cou d lay to his Charge, was eaſily 
perſuaded to admit the Reconciliation, before 
ſne receiv d the Reaſons for it. In fine, the Day 
being arriv'd, Clir ander had the Pleaſure of ſee- 
ing his intended Prey readily fall into the Snare 
prepar d for her; and the Succeſs of his Defigns 
made his Eyes ſparkle witlva Delight, which the 


deceivꝰd Alt hea oObferving imagi'd was wing 


much Compiny tb give then any Opportunity 


_ for Converſation, but ſuch a8 was geheral; but 
har was deny d to Their Tongues, their ſpenk- 
ang Looks ſeem'd abundantly to make up for. 


Unutterable by appear d to revel a midſt the ſoft 
Beſeechings of his Glanets, ile her's ſtream d 
with ten thouſand nameleſs Languiſhinents,! the 


— — 
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Aſter a magnificent Collation they went to 
.Country-dancing, where this perfidious Wretch 
having Althea for his Partner, reſolv'd no longer 
to delay the Execution of his abhorr'd Intent, 
and taking the Opportunity of being the lower 
Couple, ſtep'd to the Beaufett, and filling out a 
Glaſs of Wine, drank to her, with theſe: Words: 
May this bleſt Moment, ſaid he, put an End to 
all diſtruſt between us, and be the Beginning of 
an eyxerlaſting Peace to both. With how much 
Joy I pledge that Health, Thou who knoweſt 
my Soul, be judge, reply'd ſhe; at the fame 
Time looking on him with Eyes ſo ſweetly lan- 
guiſhing, that ny Heart but his wou'd have 
relented and melted with Tenderneſs and Peni- 
tence: Vet was he all obdurate and unſhock'd, 
no Starts, no Tremblings confeſs'd the guilty 
Secret, no Change of Countenance betray d the 
hHorrid Purpoſe he was about to act, but . 

the curſed Drug conceal'd between his Thum 

and: Finger, as he was pouring out the Wine, 
dropt it into the Glaſs, unperceiv'd, unſuſpect- 
ed by the unhappy. Althea, who took it from 
His remorſeleſs Hand, and drank it to the Bot- 

1111 5 : 
They continued dancing a conſiderable Time, 
nor had the Company any Deſign of breakin 

up, when Althea finding herſelf extreamly diſ- 
Leave. Miranda perceiving ſhe was indiſpos d, 
wou d have perſuaded her to lye there, or to:ſuf- 
fer ſome of her People to wait on her home; 
but ſhe refus d both, imagining that her Illneſs 
pProceeded only from her being lac d mote ſtrait 
that Day than ordinary, to conceal the Altera- 
tion in lier Shape, from giving am Suſpicion of i 
V el the 
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That it was not in the Power of Art to e 
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the Condition which had occafion'd it. 
body looking on her Diſtemper as dangerc 
they ſuffer d her to depart, without giving ah 
Thterruption to the Gaiety, which Clitander tolf 


Care nothing ſhou'd be wanting to infpire amor 


But this abus'd Lady had not gone 


Streets, before ſhe found her Pains encreaſe i 


Jo terrible a Manner, that ſnie was unable to ſu 
ſtain them, without endeavouring ſome Relief 
she knew there were many Months be 


tween that, and the Time in which ſhe muſt ex 


pett thoſe Agonies which all, in becoming Mc 
thers, feel; and incapable of aſcribing any Can 
for what ſhe endur'd, call'd out to the Coach 
man to ſtop at the Houſe of an Apothecary, whi 
on all Occaſions was us d to attend their Family 
and liv'd in the Way ſhe was to paſs. Hap 
pening to find him at home, ſhe ſuffer d herſel 
to be led into a Parlour, where the was n 


ſooner ſet down, but ſhe found herſelf groß ; "2 


worſe; and in a few Moments ſwell'd to t 
prodigious Degree, that her. Laceings burſt, he 

Eyes ſeem'd to ſtart out of her Head, and event 
Feature was diſtorted. The skil ful Apotheca 
immediately ery'd: out that ſhe was poiſon” 
and ran to fetch Things proper to expel it, b 
the Malignity had ſpread it ſelf too für, and Þ. 
that he cou'd do was ineffe&ual :'Fearing,*hot- 
ever, to depend on his own Art, he ſent for 
Eminent Phyſician to come there, the now bei 
in a Condition which would not admit of Wr 
being removd : But on the firſt Sight of her, Me 
made no Scruple of revealing the fad Tri, 


her: Is it then certain, ſaid de, that 1 ff 
Sin 7 % xc, 3 
e die? 
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dye? Nothing leis than a Miracle can preſerye 
vou, Madam, -anfwer'd he. Theſe Words pro- 
noune d with a grave and aſſur d Accent, join d 
to the intollerable Pains. which every Moment 
encreas d upon; her, made her not doubt, but 
that her Condition was deſperate indeed; and 
in che Extremit of her Anguiſh, forgettul of 
all other Cenſiderations but thoſe which the 
Horrour of her Fate inſpir'd, the cry d aloud, 
that all in the Houſe were Witneſſes of the Excla- 
mations, Ihen Im poiſon d by Clitauder, that 
murderous Villain has kill'd both the Life and 
Honour ef che loft Althes : — Oh! I am 
doubly damn d, firſt by the Crime he drew me 
to commit, and next by my Knowledge to what 
a Monſter I have facrific'd my Virtue, ——— 
uch Expreſſions ſeem'd to have a Meaning in 
"om too dreadful not to make thoſe, who heard 
em preſs Her to explain herſelf more fully; 
both the Doctor and Apothecary entreated ſhe 
would give them the Particulars of what the 
ſeem d to intimate, but cou'd get nothing from 
her but the ſame Words ſeveral Times repeated; 
perceiving that either her bodily-Torments, or 
of Deſpair, they ask'd her if ſhe was not wil- 
ling to conſult a Spiritual Phyfician : To which 
lief, ber nchis World, or/ that to, which, Jhe 
was going; and immediately fell into Rayings 
ſo horrible and ſhocking, that they imprinted 
a Terror on the Minds of thoſe prefent, which 
for a gteat while they were not able to wear off. 
Never did the Idęa of Futurity appear ſo-diead- 
ful, as that Which hen Behaviour inſpir d 3 mor = 
never tame Death een eth Termonia 
3 | Tn "WR 
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ſich as hers. The moſt guilty: Wretch that 
ſuffers the Sentence of the Law: has, witch the 

Certainty of his Fate, a Time for Preparation 
for it allow'd him, but ſhe had none, taken in 
the very Fulneſs of her Crimes; and by thaſt 
racking Pains which every conxuls:d Nerve, and 
ſtarting Vein fuſtaim d, renderd incapable of 
Penitence, - of Prayer, on Conſolatien. Ac Mis 
niſter of that Religion ſhe profeſſ being fent for, 
he 3 by all the e was 
capable of making, to: endeavour to compoſe 
het Mind, andi throw herſelf on the Mercy of 
all gracious Heaven, but ſſe wou d. nat ſuffer 
im to ſpeak on that Head. Talk nat of 
Mercy, ſaid ſhe, L have finn d beyoncb the Reach 
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ſometimes roar out, — a Thauſand Fiends en! 
compaſs me abont / they Wait to ſeize! m 
Soul; and then again, more wildly, Naw 
now I burn, cry'd ſhe, now: ffel the Flames 
which are decreed for Adultery and Inceſt: In 
this Manner did ſhe continne all that Nigiw, 
and early in the Morning the Apotliecary think» 
ing it proper not to conceal the / Condition ſhe 
was in, ſent à Pevſon whom he cdu d confide in, 
to the Houſe of Clitander, to acquaint Miranda 
with the fatal News. J 2-Q0W 206 2 25 Gol 
That Lady being yet in Bed, thei Meſſenger, 
who ſaid he muſt: needs ſpeak to. her that Mo- 
ment, was 'order'd-to come into her- Chamber, 
where having told her in what: Manner he leſt 
her Siſter, and related ſome Parti ofttliaſe Ex- 
preſſions her Deſpair had made her utter, re- 
duc'd her to a Condition almoſt; as pityable. 
the' fainted away ſeveral Times while ſhe: was 
preparing to make herſelf: ready tog; — 
IA | - , in e 


of Pardon, I am already damn d, won d ſhe 


2 ( 56 ) A 
indeed it is rather to be wonder d at, that in ſo 
dreadful a juncture, and in ſo unconceivably 

terrible a Surprize, that ſhe retain*d Stren 028 

enough of Mind be bear the Sight of what ſhe 
Heard, than that ſhe endur d ſo much in the 
attempting it. She arriv*d: not however at the 
Scene of Miſery till her unhappy Siſter was no 
more: The Moment of her Entrance, was that 
in Which the afflicted Soul forſook its wretched 
Manſion, leaving that once lovely and Defire- 
creating Form, the moſt terrible aud ghaſtly 

Spettacle, that ever made the View of Death a 

Horror. Miranda was for ſome Time incap- 

able either of making any Demands, or liſtning 

to any Informations, but aſſoon as ſhe was in 4 

Condition, receiv'd” from the Mouths of the 
Divine, che Doctor, the Apothecary, and all 
his 2 a Confirmation of what the Mefſen- 
ger had faid.: The Reader's Imagination muſt 
here aſſiſt my Pen, or it will be 1mpoſlible. for 

Him to form any juſt Notiou of what the endur'd 

in the killing Repetition of ſb /dreadful an Ac- 


* . 


Count. I ſhall only ſay, that the ſuſtain'd it with 


Life, and that was all. It was the Opinion of 
every Body that Althea ſhou'd be open d, to 
which, it being propos d to Miranda, The con- 
ſented, nor wou'd leave the Houſe till it was 
done, ſtill hoping that the Surgeons wWwho per- 
form d that ration, might find ſome; other 
Cauſe than Poiſon for her Death: But alas! how 
terrible a Surcharge to her Afflictions did 1he re- 
ceive, when they acquainted her that That fair 
Unfortunate not only receivd her Death by thoſe 
Means the Doctor and Apothecary. had ſaid, 
but alſo, that ſhe was with Child; and to prove 
= Troch of whas-dicy told hor Pee 
. ; Y _ 
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Man might have been thePither of tile Child; a . 
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with al Embriv'0-at-leaf ax Months Growth? 
This wretchad//yer-ſtill tender Wii fe had now ind 
Comfort leſt, but in the diſtunt Poſſibility: that 
Her Hyisburid/tnight be wrong/d;and that in ops 


of what the Deceas'd hadidechird; fone" och 


Author of” this dbuble: Murder; but ſodty why 
Shadow of 4 Conſblation A84;iuhd' ſhe beet 
all Miſer nd Deſpair: Remembring that whe 
ſhe firſt cans into the Room the ſaw a hg 
Book of ' her Siſter's lying en the (Grontid, ſh 
defir'd it might be Teareltad for; agi ng hat 
there might de ſbmething which woe give her 
4 further Diſcovery—of har me with'd; TE 
Areaded to be uffdr d. Acoordinghy-it' did for 
it being immediately pralseag me fotuld, t 
the ine xpteſſible Shock of all choſe Hopes wich 
which the: endeavour'd to flatter herfelf, thoſe 
two Letters befbre itteerted Herey and 'that laſt 
Fatal ohe Which drew her wretehed' Sifter to her 
Deftity. a===Which, to fitisfy the Ciiriofity 
bf my Reader, and more to exp the 1 
Ane * of the W 3 n 


i 15 E Wet ? | | 
NX 1irR whit Work ue thob putts 
Non of all Lovelineſs! ſhall I make yo 
4 ſenſible of the Ecſtacies that fill d y raviſitd 
2 Soul, eee your laſt 
1 charming Letter; ſure I am, no Lan- 


gung can Teach The vaſt Extent of Love and 


te 


4 JOY like f mine! — The unequall'd Soſtneſs 
* a * own endearitig TOTES can beſt in- 
H * from 
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e form theęe what; thy, itander dels in this Re- 
I ſtorgt 3 his 0G languiſhing, and almoſt 
c expiring Hopes! Deſire; ſunk to De · 
< — — reviyes and gladens with:redoubled Art 
our,! 0 le d in thoſe dear 
Eyes the bleſt tm ationcof what thy: Pen 
Ir "declares; +589" wWoud fy; too ſeize the 
77 © Trenſpart, but this the Birth>day of Miranda 
179: being fo. near;: 92 that Opportunity, un- 
3 Hretence f Tendervels vorher, to ge- 
tlebrate SRP NG n N 
75 O mayg that Bay put a Period ta: al future 
#,Miſundecliandings between us and-complept. 
72 = Clitanderr's Hp — peglygu, by all 
5 he Tendernels-you+haye* Pfote and-yhigh 
{ways your; ge 1 Soul 8 
2 my P ans, nat to fail tal Jar 
% Freſence m chat Ney 2," You ERS Angel, 
Welche a nee thortly: aﬀfiyein which % 
+-@pvlt be-oblig/d-cofhun chen Canxerſe of your 
\SiEriends, nd dk Will he // Service e 
. ton JN; 2AGIT 
or yau.te appear as long IDOL. 


ou be abſent, not only y 9 
Fe => tions, but alſo Miranda herielf dare 


Wai a n hat, Enqui- 


95 « ſurprizgd 4 = 
ce ies it P 
ene hsc i flatter my Fl will moſt 5 
luce you ta comph is, that Wente * 


eim, v Tepe you ban iber 
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a0 To ne is ad f. * thoſe were 
which fivetl'd'*the Breaſt of this Giſtreſs' d Lady, 
ut reading theſe Letters, Wich the too well 
knew were written by ben Hiisbana's' N ons 
muſt be ini the Ciba -the- pony 


: Hotwirhfithding very eafy to güie b 
Were the nioſt terrible that Humanity cou d eos 


port. She h4d-lows Pint dei bas acer A Ten- 
Aerneſs for xen this plain Petection f a vil- 


lany preſentty to obite rate, que gu ot'relblve 
to pfoſecite him in" chat MinnePwhich his 
Crime deſer vd, yet was not l ded by! mer 
a to forget Wat mie c to the Me- 

mory off het 3njur'd Siſter, the Wrong he had 
done herſelf, and indeed the ] Care of her 
own future Safety, as to thin living with 
a Monſter, who” The now! fou Would ſcriple 
nothing. Making therefore y few! 5 80 


tothe” Invectives ſhe heard ufer d àgainſt Hi 
nor ſpeaking art p Thing «SF Oifcovery whit 


the Letters Had ok her Leave of the 
-Appothecary, tei that he ſhould mer 
Mirrther from herd Withalren⸗ to the Houſe of 


bad formerly been her G- 
tent by a Porter the follow 
rfidious Hiisband, . 2001707 
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I Need not te 
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ikke wa not live, ar doubtlefs'ars by this Time 


K inform?@thze! 1 V bent for; to ſee che Laſt 
of char dmhEppY etch believe you 
, will ſcarce 21. NRufn to a Place, where 

wa * ond a wilain, who nat 
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(6) 
b away. alſo, 8 with that of che innocent 


tt Product of his 180 95 aous er I wiſua 


4 Heayen, che dreadful Sgęrgt were only 

4 ohn fe n Navin | the Agonies of her der 

2 5 card) eee 

ok ou, . — eſcape unihment 
g your Guile deſerves: let Take Care, chere 


50 bor, of ur, e for vou will ſtand in need 
j H all; your: Wit and Artiſice to ſhield you 
ben * rom the Sword. pf. Mort This Can- 
tion is the laſt Proof, of Kadett you. wel 
5 euer Ketten TAS 49:11. 
HE ors e aur Greatly Injur'd. and 
ah 511 Sen oa 27 ene wit. ONT 
_ 916 2 foci. 561. 0 % dire — 3 
1 10 ATA 0; ie Nate ene 
2 as it was in TY" Morning, when the 
= Rear by the Ape eren Mir and, 
nden unenſy till he knew the Conſequence of 
laſt;Night's Aktion, had forſook his. Beed, and 
was gone to bed eee to Thought in a rer 
5 Walk, Whigh, he very) much frequented, 
_—_ able to reſt there, he went, from 
* to Coffee Houſe, endeavouring but 
in Vain, ſome-Ceflation of his perplen d Imagi- 
nations; at length returning home, was told in 
what Manner Afranda had been call'd out, and 
the Condition ſhe yas in at ſome News ee 
er by dernen he came to her: This fill d 
im with mortsl-Diſquiets which the. > = 


of the forgoing Letter oon d. He had ho 


-the Paiſon won q have. enen . 
2 i more ſudden, and began now 
ee ve, hurl 5h the. — he had 


im but, —_—_ 4 1 


ea Bas i at. bo 
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but liche Paing Gare! he pere&iyd; the wou di not 


near Relation, ho whom: be alſo. committed t 
_ Care of his Honſe, and ho ſent him from 158 


1 


apptar as m Exidende againſt him he thougu 
it beſt however to take the Advice ſhe gaye him, 


and withdraw, till he ſhould hear if any; Thing 


was defign'd/againk him or nat, and-accerdin 


went out offT own: that very Night, ent ryſting 


no qne r —— hut 3 


to Time an Account of every Thing, afar 
ceiv'd his Inſtructions how: to proceed; 
Aſiranda declining the Proſecution; BY 


1 Husband, thoſe to whom Althea hade deglar d 
the fatal Miſtery of his Guilt, were the only 


Perſons whom Clitander had Reaſon to fears 
and vn being inform d that they talked pretty 

freely of the Affair, and mingled ſome Mens ces 
with their Diſcourſe of it, gave Orders to his 
Friend to act in this Manner: He vent to each 
of them, and acquainting them with the Knows 
ledge he had of their Suſpicions, and the-Rea- 
ſons they had for it, told them they ought not 
to judge by Appearances; that in Caſe Clitauur 
were guilty, there was no FPoſſibility of proving 
him ſo, the Lady ho had adcus d him having 
been Lunatick for ſome Tinie before her Death, 


and beſides it was wholly ioconſiſtant with Rea- 


lon to believe rim both her Lover and her Foi- 
ſonet; it ſeemd more probable, that being with 
Child. to conceal her Shame: ſhe had taken 
ſomething to deſtroy it, which bad werk d an 

trary to hat ſhe deſign d, than that 


be given her by any other Perſon: 
And concluded theſe Arguments with a Remon- 
ſtrance, that to go about to proſecute a Man for 


Crime, of which at maſt e edu d but be = 
pos' 


(69 ) 
par'd guilty, ; word" .. © the Perſons 
d at, in a great deal of Trouble, and be 
| of Service eicher to reſtore the Life;''or re- 
yenge the Death of 'the!Perſon for whoſe'Sake 
they'-undeftobk -it! "Theſe Conſiderations, by 
Degrees made an Impreſſion im the Minds of 
thoſe to hem they were addreſsd which, to. 
gether with every one Raving Buſineſd urhich was 
mow his own, jb d to malte the Shoſt of this 
wrong d Lady reftwin yet unn dg and [the 
wicked Clirandey triumph” ini che Bolief) That 
Welther Heaven ner Earth will talle _ further 
Notice of His Crinesto r o Noi nc 
For the Silke df his Reputation; iHdwever, "He 
ob = _ His Conmingo Fan min rd 
Wife; 4 iht, perh ave impos d 
on ker Belief ub danch 4s on of others; * 
not che Letters mund in the dead Althea 5 Pbe⸗ 
ket-Booky been lan” undeniable W itneſs of his 
Gut. She eeps them by her, and daily 
reads them over; tocpreſerve in Memory his Of- 
Fences, Ne — from the Suc- 
deſs he A The Knowiedge how much he 
is in the Power of one he has ſ highly injur'd, 
as a perpetual Ruck upon his Spirits, and in infi- 
nitely' more reaſbnable Appre henſions of Danger 
on her Account; than ever he had on that of 
"Althea", > Wine thre; he fuffers.a Taſte of that 
Bitrerneſß of Sbulfdwhich in greater Abundance 
die muſt hercufter ſtuullo w to all Eternity; having 
reap d no other Aduantage from uli the monſtru- 
ou Vilantes he'tas ated, thanan Augmentation 


an thoſe Diſyniets owhichyancunſatiated. Avdrice 
creates. 5 Hf emmy Sen bobuloncn Pt A 
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